Review of The Physics and Technology of Radiation Therapy, 2 nd ed., by McDermott and Orton 1 | OVERVIEW The 2 nd edition of The Physics and Technology of Radiation Therapy aims to provide a comprehensive treatment of medical radiation therapy physics for therapists, dosimetrists, and physician residents.
| GOALS OF THE 2ND EDITION
This second edition work, published in 2018, seeks to update a wellreceived 2010 book in medical radiation therapy physics. In the first edition, the authors sought to fill a void in physics education. That is, while there were good textbook options for physics students and other advanced students in the area, nothing was written to meet directly the educational needs of therapy, dosimetry, and physician members of the radiation team. This emphasis of the text has not changed in the second edition.
What has changed are several aspects of the content to bring the textbook up-to-date. The authors have added short sections on digital imaging and OLSDs, for instance. Even more substantive changes between the first and second editions are the inclusion of IMRT and proton therapy as separate chapters, as well as the reworking of several chapters to remove discussions of technologies such as Co-60 teletherapy and simulators.
By and large, the authors have met their goal of bringing the text up-to-date on technology. To be sure, it's impossible to include every technological advancement in radiation therapy over the last 10 years in a new book. But that is at best a secondary goal of this work (acknowledged in the preface). Primarily, the authors sought to protect the educational value of the text. Chapter summaries, rules of thumb for calculations, numerous worked problems, question sets, and call-out boxes all demonstrate that this is a text to be interacted with, not merely consumed. In that the text is successful. 
